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INtroauction

The steppes are one of the most important
and sensitive ecosystems of Turkey. Steppe
ecosystems in Turkey include natural
steppes, meadows, and pastures. Steppe
ecosystems are mainly seen in Central
Anatolia, Eastern Anatolia, and Southeastern
Anatolia regions. Steppe ecosystems in
Turkey are faced with threats such as
investments, urbanization pressure, loss of
land due to mining, overgrazing, and
afforestation in the wrong places, and the
effects of climate change. In this context,
The Conservation and Sustainable
Management of Turkey's Steppe Ecosystems
Project is carried out by the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQO)
and the General Directorate of Nature
Conservation and National Parks (GDNCNP),
General Directorate of Plant Production
(GDPP), and General Directorate of Forestry
(GDF) affiliated to the Ministry of Agriculture
and Forestry, with the financial support of
the Global Environment Facility (GEF). The

rr

strengthening Turkey's efforts to conserve steppe ecosystems. Studie

project's component of "creating a suitable environment for the effec
biodiversity in large landscapes" are carried out by the Nature Conse
(DKM). The project is implemented in the Kizilkuyu Wildlife Developn
National Park, and Karacadag steppes in Sanliurfa. As part of the pro
carried out at schools. I'm Learning The Steppes Training Set was pre
held for teachers. School wall painting, inter-school poetry and painti

and create your own garden activities were organized.
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consists of 5 parts:

I'm Learning the Steppe
Training Set and Teacher
Seminar

School Wall Painting
and Nature Corner

O
O
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Steppe Painting
and Poetry
Competition
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I'm Learning the
Steppe Training Set

The aim of | am Learning The Steppe Training Set is to provide

resources to increase children's knowledge, interest, and

.

awareness about Sanliurfa's steppe ecosystem. With this set,

children will discover the diversity and importance of the steppe
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ecosystem from different perspectives such as history, biology,
geography, sustainability, and climate change, and will develop
behavioral changes to protect it. There are 40 activities in the
student handbooks that will encourage students to research, feed
their curiosity, and deepen their understanding of scientific
concepts. 250 copies of the booklets were printed and distributed

to schools in the implementation sites of the project.

I'm Learning The Steppe Training Set consists of 5 booklets:

Teachers’ Guide

Steppe Animals

Steppe Plants

Life in The Steppe
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The teacher seminar, which was planned to introduce the Training
Set in primary schools in the project region, could not be held face- :
to-face due to the pandemic which affected the whole world. Y
Training has been decided to be held online on May 12, 2020. For ‘
this purpose, an online group consisting of the representatives of
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the % 3 ,9 .
Nature Conservation Centre, the Ministry of Agriculture and L ‘- S e p s P
Forestry, the Sanliurfa Provincial Directorate of National Education, »;:“ :-:.M;:.:;::
and the administrators and teachers at the schools in the project e iin b et
area was created.Before the seminar, online meeting instructions
were prepared, the meeting agenda and all documents were sent . -
to the participants via e-mail and group. The seminar was held with T I

a total of 24 participants, 16 of whom were administrators/teachers
from Glzelkuyu, Ikizce, Altinbasak, Yagmurlu, Ozkent, Kiiptepe,
Ekinci, Sahinler and Eskihan primary schools. The seminar
commenced with the speeches of Nihan Yenilmez Arpa (FAO),
Kenan Demiroglu (Sanliurfa MoNE), Mehmet Glrkaynak (NCNP),
and the speakers expressed the biological diversity and the
importance of steppe ecosystems and how the training set will
provide information and experience for the children. Later, the
ecology of the steppe ecosystem in Sanliurfa and the main threats
to the biodiversity of the steppe ecosystem were presented by
Yildiray Lise (DKM). The content of the training set and how to use
the activities in the lesson plans were introduced by Tugba Can
(DKM). At the end of the seminar, it was stated that the prepared

training set could be used effectively by the teachers. Eemmw B - T trer ta
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Teacher Seminar

I'm Learning the Steppe Teacher's Book is easy to understant

Have you participated in an activity related to nature education 14 answers
before?
14 answers
® ves
® No
78,6%
Have you attended an event related to the steppe project I'm Learning the Steppe Student Activity Books are rich in cc
before? applied.
14 answers 14 answers

® ves
® No
85,7%
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Teacher Seminar

Events can be associated with the MoONE Program.

14 answers
42,9%

The language of the texts in the books is clear and understandable.
14 answers ;

| absolutely agree
| agree
| neither agree nor disagree

| do not agree
| stronalv disaaree

| agree
| neither agree nor disagree
| do not agree

| stronaly disaaree

The visual materials used in the books are apprt

14 answers

I would like to apply the I'm Learning Steppe ~

14 answers
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Teacher Seminar

| was satisfied with the online meeting.
14 answers

The conversations were informative.
14 answers

o900 0O
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| absolutely agree

| agree

| neither agree nor disagree
| do not agree

| stronaly disaaree

| absolutely agree

| agree

| neither agree nor disagree
| do not agree

| stronaly disaaree

What did you like tl
meeting? If there is
like, please specify.
e Everyone who could
the subject was pres
the purpose and the
very well. We got ou

the question-and-an

e It wasan open, clear

environment
e They presented the |
* Everyone was very k
e for the meeting.
The program used w
e was informative.
The explanations at-
® clear, the language «
managers, their app!
sincere and energizil
* Everything was gooc

We and our students



Painting and Nature“
Corner

Art is one of the ways to discover nature and raise awareness of nature
conservation in early childhood. With this approach, wall painting activities
were carried out in 10 schools in the implementation sites of the project.
Wall painting activities were carried out under the leadership of children's
book illustrator Ayse inan. The aim was to convey to children the diversity
of the steppe ecosystem and to ensure its recognition. The drawing
workshops aimed to enrich the nature experience of children,

increase their creativity and make them inquire their environment.

Kizilkuyu Wildlife Development Area

Keberli School Kizilkuyu School

Glzelkuyu School ikizce School

Tek Tek Mountains National Park

Ozkent School Yagmurlu School ;; ' "f
Kigtksenemagara School 71 o e
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Steppe Fairy
Tale Theater

Theater, which is an activity of the steppe educational events, is

designed as an important tool to develop nature conservation
awareness in children. Today's people face deep dilemmas in life
and these dilemmas delay the measures that should be taken
immediately. Certainly, creative drama activities teach children
events and concepts through play, prepare them for social roles,
and improve children's readiness for these dilemmas by addressing
them. However, due to the pandemic, and as preparing a theater
play requires working with students, the activity was designed and

transformed into the Steppe Fairy-Tale Theater.

The Steppe Fairy-Tale Theater has been prepared for primary
school students to raise awareness about knowing the steppe,
understanding its importance, and protecting it. The Steppe
Fairy Tale Theater, 25 of which are produced, includes a box, 6
puppets, 2 decors, and a tale about the steppe. Teachers can
reenact this tale, or a tale about the steppe that they will write
themselves, together with their students. They can also increase
the number of puppets by designing new figures and printing

them on frosted acetate.




Lite in the Steppe 'u'
Poetry and
Painting
Competition

Another aim of the Steppe Educational Events is to raise active

citizens who take responsibility for the future. Competitions and

games are important in developing societies where individual
understanding, commitment, responsibility, action, and
cooperation prevail. Encountering difficulties motivate children to

solve problems, be active, and promote in-depth learning.

"Life in the Steppe Poetry and Painting Competition" was
organized in two categories; poetry and painting, for the 57, 6,
7%, and 8"-grade students at the schools affiliated with the
Ministry of National Education throughout Sanliurfa. The
competition, which was organized to draw attention to the plant
and animal species of the steppe, biodiversity, the invisible and
unknown values of the steppe, and to raise awareness, was

announced between March and May 2020.




LiTe In the dteppe
Poetry and
Painting
Competition

Jury members of the competition; Nihan Yenilmez Arpa, FAO Project
Manager; Tugba Usta, GDNCNP - Project Focal Point; idris Olmez,
GDNCNP Education Branch; Resat Ektiren, GDNCNP - 3rd Region
Representative; Esra Esina, GDPP- Project Focal Point; Mehmet
Go6zoglu, GDPP - Sanliurfa Provincial Directorate Representative;
Adnan Yetkin, GDPP - Sanliurfa Provincial Directorate Representative;
Senay Celik, GDF - Sincap Magazine Editorial Team Member; Tirkan
Ozdemir, GDF - Project Team Member, Yildiray Lise, Nature
Conservation Centre Deputy General Manager; Deniz Silliler Tapan,
Nature Protection Centre Director; Sevim Ak, Children's Book Writer;

Ayse inan, Children's Book lllustrator.

Although the poster and specification of
the competition, which consists of two
categories, poetry and painting, were
announced through the web pages of
the Ministry of National Education and
project partners, increasing the
participation was difficult due to the

VAT IR I U MM O T TITMITIOM U T T YV MY T IS M MU T o

Upon evaluation, attention was focused on the online ¢
teachers and administrators working at the schools in tf
to-one interviews, and participation of a total of 29 stuc
was ensured, especially as a result of the devoted effor
administrators from the schools located in the project a

Mountains National Park and Karacadag steppes.

The winners as a result of the assessments by 1

below:

Winners in the poetry category:

1. Biisra Toprak, Ozkent OO, 7t grade (Tek Tel
project siteF

2. Rukiye Yiiksel, ikizce 100, 6t grade (Kizilkuyt

3. Omer Efe Bengisu, Sanliurfa Tiirk Telekom M
7™ grade (? project site)

Winners in the painting category:

1. Z)emzem Akar, Ozkent IOO, 5% grade (Tek M
site

2. Tuba Kilig, Ikizce 100, 5% grade (Kizilkuyu pre

3. Esma Ekinci, Giizelkuyu IOO, 5" grade (Kizilk

ThAa Auiar A ~fAvAr~ AR AR hAlA An 10 NlAaviAarmblA



winning Poems

BOZKIRDA COCUKLAR

Esintili bir yaz aksaminda
“Yoncaya" hasret koyunlarimla
Yumak dokulari burnumda
Gecger cocuklugum bozkirlarda

Ufukta gozlerim kilitlenir bir “ceylana”
“Ceren”i ardinda kayaliklarda

Usul usul kaybolur karanliklarda
Gecer cocuklugum bozkirlarda

Derken bir “varan” cikar kargima
Toprak rengine biriinmus sirtiyla
Varligimdan uzaklasir bir hisimla
Gecer cocuklugum bozkirlarda

Eksik kalir mi “stirmeli” aksamlarda?
Nasiplenir suya hasret topraklarda
Auvi biter, yuvalanir agaclarda

Gecer cocuklugum bozkirlarda

Yol alir ayaklarim Harran Ovasi'nda

Bir “siimbul” gllimser taglarin arasinda
Egilir kalinrm bukik boynuna

Gecer cocuklugum bozkirlarda

Cenneti sunar bana arkadaslariyla
“Hatmi ve “peygamber ¢icegi” giinbatiminda
Bir selam salarlar bozkir cocuklarina

Gecer ¢cocuklugum bozkirlarda

GUn biter, koyulurum doénis yoluna
Cagrimizdir, arzumuzdur insanlara

Fl dedmesinler nazli hazkirlarimiza

BOZKIRIN SIRRI

Bozkir'i bir tas, bir cicekten ibaret sandik!
Bozkir'i bir avug toprak sandik!
Sandik ki; kuru dag, kuru otlak.

Bozkir'in ihtisam ve muazzamligini ¢ézmedik

belki de.

Bak! Ne de glizel agmis gevenler!

Bak! Ne de guizel uyuyor kinali keklik!

Bak! Ne de tath 6tlyor kuslar!

Bak! Gor iste canlilari; bak tani iste Bozkir'i.

Duymadik belki de Bozkir'in caglayan sesini
Bilemedik Bozkir'in derindeki sirlarini.
Duyuracagiz sesimizi, anlatacagiz nesillere,
Okuyacagiz ilerde Bozkir hikayelerini.

Bozkir tirkileri devirecek ozanlarimiz!
Bozkir'in siirini yazacak sairlerimiz!
Bozkir destanlari yazacak kalemlerimiz!
Bozkir icin atacak yureklerimiz!

Rukiye Yiksel (Poetry Competition 2" place winner)
y P P

ikizce 10O Kizilkuyu WDA
Class: 6/A

BOZKIRIN HC

Soyu uzun ag;
Arpa, yulaf tai
Birgok giinu ki
Bozkirin hos t

Dagda gezen
GuUnegslidir sak
Havasini guze
Bozkirin hos t

Sifa akan tahil
Ekmek gerek
Cok canlinin e
Bozkirin hos t

Omer Efe Ber
place winner)
Sanliurfa Tark
School, Class:



Winning Paintings

Zemzem Akar (Painting Competition 1% Tuba Kilig (Painting Competition Esma Ekinc
place winner) Ozkent School, Tek Tek 2" place winner) ikizce School, place winne

Mountains NP, Class: 5/A Kizilkuyu WDA, Class: 5/A Kizilkuyu W
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Garden Activity

Examination of nature through play enables students to experience
their relationships with nature and the environment, make
observations, and express themselves by analyzing and synthesizing
these observations. For this reason, the Kite Festival was also
included in the educational activities. In addition, a garden was
created at the school with olive saplings and rosemary seedlings
provided by the $Sanliurfa Regional Directorate of Forestry, and
tomato, pepper, and eggplant seedlings provided by the National
Project Coordinator. The festival was planned as a big event where
the project schools would come together, but because of the
restrictions and closures due to the pandemic, the MoNE decisions
were followed and it could be held on April 22, 2021, with the 8th-
grade students of Guzelkuyu High School. In the event, the children
first made a Self-Watering Garden by planting vegetable seedlings in
the plastic bottles they had collected. They planted the seedlings
provided by FAQO in the school gardens, and then 50 kites were flown
with a group of 45 students from 8th-grade students, teachers, and
representatives from FAO and the Ministry.

6 N
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Biological DlverS|ty\

The additional educational activity was planned for May 22,
International Biodiversity Day. On May 23, 2021, the wall of Tek Tek
Mountains National Park Visitor Information Center was painted by
children's book illustrator Ayse inan and DKM Nature Education
Specialist Tugba Can. Nihan Yenilmez Arpa, the coordinator of the
project, also contributed to the team. The stony steppe of the region
and species such as the Desert Monitor, Crested Lark, Calandra Lark,
and Lapwing are included and the legumes and cereals such as
lentils, chickpeas, and wheat are depicted to emphasize the
importance of the region in this respect.In the event held on May 25 in

the garden of Sanliurfa Regional Directorate of Agriculture and
Forestry, with the participation of the Deputy Minister of Agriculture
and Forestry Fatih Metin and the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO) Representative for Turkey Viorel Gutu,
children made paintings, played a memory game with steppe species
and they also flew kites. 135 kites were distributed to the participants.
Since schools were closed due to the pandemic, only 20 students
from Guzelkuyu and Ikizce schools could attend the event with their

teachers.
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Educational Events

“With the “Conservation and Sustainable
Management of Turkey's Steppe Ecosystems
Project”, biodiversity of the steppe was
introduced to our children, a steppe corner was
built in our school, and wall painting activities
related to species living in the steppe were
carried out. These activities increased the
awareness of our students about the species
living in the steppe. As Glzelkuyu Primary
School, we were happy to take part in the
project. We thank all who have contributed.

Aynur Demir / Glzelkuyu School Principal

It was a summer day. It was Wednesday. You taught
us steppe animals that we do not know. You made
us paint. You let us draw pictures and | was very
happy. Thank you for leaving a story for our school.
| would like you to come to our school again.

FAQ officials, who visited our school on 4-5
December 2019, organized various activities in
our school within the framework of the project
they started.

During the activities, the students at our school
learned about the plant and animal species living
in the steppe areas around them and
participated in the activities with great pleasure.
We would like to express our endless thanks to
all project participants, especially Mrs. Nihan
Yenilmez Arpa.

Ismail Yildiz / Guizelkuyu School Vice-Principal.

All our elders who came to teach us all the beauties
of nature; first of all, thank you very much for
teaching us the beauty of life, animals, and our
environment. You entertained us, made us laugh,
and most importantly, made us love animals. You
taught us that we are not the only ones living in life.
Us, the students were very happy when you came.
Thank you so much for teaching us not to give up in
every field. | think everyone had a lot of fun.

To our elders who
Urfa, You made us
much. | hope you |
animals in Urfa. | tf
Urfa. It turns out tk
of most of them, b
Everything went ve
very well. You were
pictures we messe
made my friends v
Best regards,

Emine Demir / GU:
7/A

As part of the Con:
Management of T
Project, we studiec
unique species wit
painting activity. Tl
powerful and mira
and paints mixed t
experience for me

haalinAa anA vaAara~



FeedbacCk on eaucational

Events

Wall painting was done in our school. Firstly,
our students were informed about the
conservation of the steppe when they came to
our school. In addition, a workshop was held
with our 4th-grade students. A steppe wall
painting was made with the students
participating in the workshop. Other students
looked at it with envy. We even reported this
to Ms. Tugba and Ms. Ayse. We are also
looking forward to the theater event, which
was postponed due to the virus. Of course, we
hope that it will be in Yagmurlu Primary
School. Bless the hearts of those involved.

Gulstim Rézgar / Yagmurlu School Principal

Wall painting has been done. In addition,
presentations were made about all animal
and plant species, and pictures were drawn
with the children. You gave the children
unforgettable moments. Thank you very

much to everyone involved.

CAlin Vildiviian 1 W AlaAvli CAlh ARl Duinmiiaal

| would like to state that, having a fairy tale theater
scene that can be used in the lesson instead of
attending an event once, which is also impossible due
to the period we are in, is a good decision. In this
way, we will be able to introduce the species of the
steppe, surrounding our school, to our students more
effectively. By using the Fairy Tale Theater during the
lessons, our students will gain the skill of creating
stories suitable for every subject and animating them
on the stage, which will contribute to the
development of vocabulary, self-expression in front of
the group, and self-confidence. | am sure that it will
be very useful for our Science teachers when they
teach the subject of Light and Shadow in the Science
lesson. It is also important in terms of keeping the
shadow play, which is one of the oldest performing
arts, alive and transferring this culture to future
generations. | would like to thank those who
contributed on behalf of my students for preparing a
Fairy Tale Box, which the whole school can use.

Aynur Demir / Glizelkuyu School Principal

Wi oA

As part of the activ
painting was first n
students. Thank yc
more meaning to ¢

Ahmet Muhtar / O

The Steppe Fairy Tal
Congratulations. The
each school. It can b
school. | think that g
mental world of chilc
gaining positive beh
nature. As a school,
room last year. Our r
shadow play materia
Thank voui to those



NEeWs ArtcCIes

http://www.fao.org/turkey/news/detail-news/tr/c/1378006/

http://sanliurfa.meb.gov.tr/www/turkiyenin-bozkir-ekosistemlerinin-korunmasi-ve-surdurulebilir-
yonetim-projesi/icerik/2794

https://www.haberler.com/ogrenciler-okullarinin-duvarlarini-bozkirin-13745528-haberi/

https://beyazgazete.com/video/webtv/guncel-1/sanliurfa-ogrenciler-okullarinin-duvarlarini-bozkirin-
canlilariyla-renklendirdi-889182.html

http://www.medyaurfa.com/egitim/okullarinin-duvarlarini-bozkirin-canlilariyla-renklendirdiler-
h92872.html

https://www.haberturk.com/sanliurfa-ogrenciler-okullarinin-duvarlarini-bozkirin-canlilariyla-
renklendirdi-2875042

https://www.dunya.com/ekonomi/fao-sanliurfanin-bozkir-ekosistemini-korumaya-alacak-
haberi-482719

https://sanliurfaguzelkuyuilkokulu.meb.k12.tr/icerikler/odul-toreni-okulumuzda-
duzenlendi_10333561.html
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x7xI3ly

https://www.haberturk.com/sanliurfa-haberleri/87503422-sanliurfada-dunya-biyocesitlilik-gunu-
kutlanditarim-ve-orman-bakan-yardimcisi-fatih-metin

https://www.haberler.com/ogrenciler-okullarinin-duvarlarini-bozkirin-13745528-haberi/
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10 Schools and 1 Visitor Infor

Karacadag Steppes

Kizilkuyu WDA
Tek Tek Mountains National Park

Work was carried out in 3 project were visited, and school acti

held.

dareas.

. 10 MoNE Official
. 20 Administrator

1 colorful and content-rich Te



wvonciusion

Teacher Seminar
Painting Event

Award Ceremony
Kite Festival
Biodiversity Day

5 events were organized that
brought the project partners
together.

Gazelle

Great Bustard
Crested Lark
Calandra’s Lark
Green-underside
blue

Hoopoe
Lapwing
Terebinth
Gundelia
Milkvetch
Sainfoin

9%

36% —.

— 32%
® Acad
. Goverr
® llustr
5% —
5% -7 ' 14%

The participants of the events

fields.

AAL ALK
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Be Fopn Fopn s
Be Fpe Fpn e
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Hecommendations

Indeed, schools shed light on their
surroundings. Considering the Ministry of
National Education officials, administrators,
teachers, students, and families of the
students, the importance of schools, where
future decision-makers are raised, in the
conservation of steppes can be appreciated.
School activities have been planned with this
maxim through the Conservation and
Sustainable Management of Turkey's Steppe
Ecosystems Project. The backbone of the
school activities carried out by the DKM team
is the training set containing the activity
sheets.

The most important feature of the Training
Set is that the included 40 activity sheets are
ready for application. Teachers stated that
such auxiliary resources are an important part
of extracurricular activities. The dissemination
of the Training Set through the Ministry of
National Education is deemed necessary for

the sustainability of the project in the long

ritm A~Aain +thAa iminact Af +thA Eaing TalA

the
steppes,
will be
observed
in the
long run.
However,
the
presence
of such
creative
materials
in schools
will lead
children in the region to develop in
different areas. Thanks to the Wall
Painting events, impacts of which are
observed within a short period of time,
"illustrator" has entered the list of answers
to the question “What do you want to be
when you grow up?”. Painting activities,
which attracted the attention of students
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the scope of the
event be held in
the school activit
project encourag
and research ena
learn while havin:
supported by NC

provincial organi:



FOOU ana Agricurture
Organization of the '
United Nations QE'F

“Conservation and Sustainable Management of
Turkey’s Steppe Ecosystems” Project
GCP/TUR/061/GFF

For more information

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
www.fao.org/turkey E-mail: fao-tr@fao.org

T.R. Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
General Directorate of Nature Conservation and National
Parks https://www.tarimorman.gov.tr/NCNP

General Directorate of Plant Production
https://www.tarimorman.gov.tr/GDPP

General Directorate of Forestry
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